Umbilical metastasis after laparoscopic retroperitoneal paraaortic lymphadenectomy for cervical cancer: a true port-site metastasis?
We present a case of umbilical metastasis after laparoscopic retroperitoneal paraaortic lymphadenectomy for cervical cancer. A 59-year-old woman with stage IIIB cervical adenocarcinoma underwent laparoscopic paraaortic lymphadenectomy as well as a conventional laparoscopy to assess the presence of peritoneal carcinomatosis. The pathologic examination revealed metastasis in one paraaortic node. Peritoneal cytology proved negative for malignant cells. Seven months after completion of chemoradiotherapy, the patient presented a 2.5-cm umbilical tumor involving the trocar tract together with recurrence of the cervical mass. Histological examination of the excised umbilical mass showed recurrence of the cervical adenocarcinoma, with strong peritumoral CD31 immunocytochemical expression. The peritumoral increase in microvessel density and strong CD31 positivity suggests angiogenesis as a potential factor lead to seeding of tumor cells at the umbilical port.